[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Personal Reflections on settling into a new community…MONTANA ADVENTURES
"We stand in awe of the ocean, the thunderstorm, the sunset, the mountains, but we pass a human without notice, even though the person is God's most magnificent creation."
St. Augustine

[image: ][image: ]As a swimmer, lifeguard and wilderness instructor, I’ve spent a good amount of time in the water in my life. In lifeguard training you learn how to perform deep-water rescues, swimming with an unconscious or struggling victim to shallower water or the edge of the pool. This fall, I sometimes feel like I’ve been trying to swim a victim to the shallow end – I’m trying my best to minister to others, encourage those around me and figure out how to do my job well, all without the “concrete” of close community to support me yet. Even though I’m a strong swimmer, trying to keep myself afloat sometimes takes most of my energy until I get to the place where I can touch the bottom. I’m generally in survival mode, not really able to see the situation clearly or focus on anything other than the most necessary and immediate. I know that I’m working my way to where I can stand – I am getting to know others at camp, beginning to form friendships and I am often encouraged by those around me, but it always seems to take longer than I’d like to get to the place where I can touch the bottom and rest. To continue the metaphor, I know that I’m wearing a life preserver or one of those red buoys lifeguards use: God is my Sustainer and my Rock, and it’s at times like these that I really appreciate what a faithful support He is in my life. Over the years I’ve grown to appreciate the good that comes from times of loneliness, for it is during those times that I spend more time with God, and lean on Him more and more.Josue swimming a rapid during the river acclimation course
Deep water rescue (this isn’t me!)

Red Ribbon Week
The culmination of the students’ time at Bighorn was a week of facilitating students from the Plains High School as a part of the school’s drug and alcohol awareness week. We were all excited about this opportunity for many reasons:
· It was a great culmination to the semester, giving the students a chance to put into practice all that they had learned about teaching and group dynamics
· Because a different group of students came each day, they got to refine their skills and improve on their teaching each day
· [image: ]Bighorn has wanted to have more of an involvement in the local community, and getting the entire high school to see what we do at camp is hopefully the beginning of a close relationship with individual students and the community as a whole
It turned out to be a very positive experience for both the college and high school students. I spent a day as a “participant” in one of the small groups. Corinne and Kurtis took our group through a progression of activities such as a trust fall, the “wild woosey” (where two people lean on one another as they traverse two cables that grow increasingly farther apart), and the 14 foot wall (the group has to get everyone up and over a wall). As they debriefed each activity, they kept the focus on the impact of decisions on the group and what are appropriate risks to take. Each day one of our students also had the opportunity to present the Gospel to the high schoolers, and it was so encouraging to see the creativeness with which each student shared and the positive and respectful reception from the high school students. Plains HS students doing the “human ladder” during Red Ribbon Week.

[image: ]On Wednesday of that week, one of the teacher chaperones had a comment that gave us a glimpse of the impact the time at Bighorn had had on the students. The students who had been at Bighorn on Monday was in this teacher’s class on Tuesday, and the teacher’s comment was: “I don’t know what happened out here, but that was a different group of students in class than I had had before – they were engaged, and respectful, and eager to do all that was asked of them. The only difference I know is that they spent the day out at Bighorn.” How encouraging to hear not that they went back saying they had fun, but that their actions and attitudes had changed!
Up Next…
[image: ]November and December offer a change of pace at camp. The students are back up on the main campus, and so camp is rather quiet. I have enjoyed the time to get to know others on staff better in a less chaotic setting, and I was able to take a 3 week tour of the East Coast, visiting family and friends in Florida, Virginia, DC, Boston and Maine. The trip was a great balance of:
 Many delicious meals and refreshing walks with supporters and friends
 2 Virginia Tech football games (and 2 wins! Go Hokies!)
 2 icy hiking adventures (including re-hiking the whole trail to find a set of lost keys in Acadia)
Over 40 hours of driving (and $40 spent on tolls on I-95 )
A harrowing late night drive back to camp from the airport, including 3 hours parked on I-90, waiting for a tractor trailer to be moved from the highwayOn the summit of Moat Mtn in NH. Note the one foot with micro-spikes – it’s an intense mental exercise to remember which foot has traction, and which one doesn’t!

After Christmas, all the staff will be hurrying back to camp, as we will be hosting a winter camp for the week between Christmas and New Year’s, featuring as many snow activities as possible. And then in January the students return! The big adventure of the winter for the Explore Year 2 students is a 21 day trip, which is a major component of their wilderness leadership training. The students will be planning the route, the food and the spiritual plan, and will teach lessons throughout the trip, and will hopefully spend 2-3 days traveling on their own without the staff or interns at the end of the trip. We have decided to use the mountains around Bighorn as the location for the trip – the first time they have done the 21 day trip in the winter and snow! It should be a good progression, since the students have a good foundation in winter camping and skiing from their first year in the program. Yet there is some natural anxiety in anticipating 3 weeks in the cold (I’m a little nervous too!). We plan to have a large tent and woodstove brought in to at least one location so that we can warm up and dry out.
[image: ]After this trip will be a much needed spring break, and then the final practicum: the students will be leading a week long backpacking trip for high school students along the Olympic Coast of Oregon. After 3 weeks of snow, it will be nice to have some slightly more temperate weather! They then return to Canada in early April for graduation, and camp takes a deep breath before summer preparations begin.
Thank you for your prayers and support! I love how this new position has offered me an opportunity to stay in contact with the many friends and family I have around the country. Thank you for your interest in what I’m doing, and for letting me be a part of your lives as well!				
   Merry Christmas!

image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image1.jpeg
Sl At it

/.

7 2 %
G e





image2.jpeg




image3.jpg




